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DISCOVER  DICKSON  MO 

Dickson  Mounds,  a  branch  of  the 
Illinois  State  Museum  and  a  National 
Historic  Site,  is  one  of  the  major 

on-site  archaeo¬ 
logical  museums 
in  the  country. 

The  museum 
offers  a  unique 
opportunity  to  explore  the  world 
of  the  American  Indian  in  an  awe¬ 
inspiring  journey  through  12,000 
years  of  human  experience  in  the 
Illinois  River  Valley:  from  people’s 
reliance  on  wild  resources  to  food 
production,  and  the  changes  brought 
about  by  the  arrival  of  Europeans. 


MUSEUM 


IDS 

The  River  Valley  Gallery  combines 
innovative  displays  that  detail 
human  interaction  with  the  natural 
world  and  Legacy,  a  large-screen 
video  production  that  captures  the 
of  the  past,  with  a 
magnificent  view  of  the 
Illinois  River  Valley. 

People  of  the  Valley 

portrays  a  sequence  of 
cultures-from  Ice-Age 
hunters  to  the  tribal 
groups  that  left  Illinois 
in  the  19th  century-  with  artifacts, 
murals,  photographs,  and  exciting 
hands-on  exhibits. 


panorama 


Dramatic  lifesize  images 
evoke  peoples  of  the  past 


Reflections  on  Three  Worlds  reveals 
the  world  of  Mississippian  people 
whose  800-year-old  sites  surround 
the  museum  today.  The  exhibits 
depict  the  complex  life  and  culture 
of  these  people,  and  lead  to  a 

spectacular 
multimedia 
event  that  takes 
one  through  a 
kaleidoscope 
of  sights,  sounds,  symbols,  music 
and  voices  of  the  three  worlds  of 
Mississippian  belief. 


Explore  the  past  through 
interactive  exhibits 


The  Discovery  Center  -  a  learning 
place  with  hands-on  activities  for 
visitors  of  all  ages; 
discovery  drawers, 
books,  tapes,  videos 
and  the  unique  play- 
scape,  A  River-A  Valley-A  People. 

The  Resource  Center  -  a  quiet 
place  to  read  and  discover  areas 
of  special  interest. 

The  Museum  Shops  offer  refresh¬ 
ments  and  a  large  selection  of  crafts, 
gifts,  and  books  on  archaeology  and 
Indian  cultures,  while 
providing  a  picturesque 
view  of  the  rural  Illinois 
countryside. 

The  Museum  Grounds  -  162  acres 
that  include  a  scenic  picnic  area  and 
the  Eveland  Village  site,  where  the 
remains  of  three  early  Mississippian 
buildings  are  preserved  for  viewing. 


ARCHAEOLOGY 


Seven  Decades  of  Archaeology 

The  study  of  the  ancient  past  at  the 
Dickson  Site  began  in  1927  when 
Dr.  Don  F.  Dickson  conducted 
excavations  on  the  family  farm. 

His  work  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  public  and  scholars.  University 
of  Chicago  archaeologists  who 
excavated  in  the  Dickson  Mounds 
area  in  the  1930s  established  many 
of  the  methods  and  field  techniques 
of  modern  archaeology. 

Dickson  Mounds  became  a 
state  park  in  1945  when  the  state 
purchased  the  site  from  the  Dickson 
family.  In  1965  it  became  a  part  of 
the  Illinois  State  Museum. 

Dickson  Mounds  is  today  a  center 
for  the  study  and  interpretation  of 
the  prehistory  of  the  Illinois  River 
Valley,  one  of  the  richest  archaeo¬ 
logical  regions  in  the  country. 


PROGRAMS 


Programs  and  Special  Events 

Dickson  Mounds  Museum  offers  a 
wide  range  of  special  exhibits  and 

public  programs 
on  archaeology, 
American 


Indian  culture, 
natural  history, 
and  rural  life  and  culture.  Programs 
include  workshops,  demonstrations, 
performances,  conferences,  and 
festivals.  Guided  tours  of  the 
museum  and  participatory  programs 
are  offered  year-round  to  groups 
with  prior  reservations.  For  more 
information  contact  the  Museum. 
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Dickson  Mounds  Museum 

10956  N.  Dickson  Mounds  Road 

Lewistown,  IL  61542 

(309)  547-3721 

FAX  (309)  547-3189 

TDD  (217)  785-0211 

ADA  Accessible 

8:30  -  5:00  p.m.  daily 
(Closed  New  Year’s  Day,  Easter, 
Thanksgiving,  and  Christmas) 

No  Admission  Charge 

Dickson  Mounds  Museum  is  located 
between  Lewistown  and  Havana, 
Illinois.  It  is  200  miles  southwest  of 
Chicago,  45  miles  southwest  of  Peoria, 
and  60  miles  northwest  of  Springfield. 
For  information  on  area  lodging, 
contact  (800)  232-3889. 


Illinois 

Don’t  Miss  It! 
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